disciple Umapati Sivam who wrote eight important works
in Saiva Siddhcmta which are called as the Siddhwta astakha'
The eight works are ^ivaprak^sam, Tiruvarutpayan, Vin^ Venba
Nenju Vidu tudu, Kod^-kkam^ Po^ipahyodai^ Unwai Nen Vifakkam
and Sanka^panirakaraJiam, The four preceptors i e. Meyka9dar
AruJ nandi Sivam, Maraijnana Sambandhar and Umapati Sivam
are called spiritual preceptors.

We do not have much information about Maraijnana
Sambandhar The tradition, the invocation made to him by
his disciple Umapati Sivam and UmapatFs writings alone
provide some material regarding his life. Maraijnana Sambandhar
must have studied the Vedas, and this is clear from the
epithet 'MaraF given to him- He was born at Marudur and
was initiated into Saiva faith by Aru/nandi and this initiation
took place in kadandai Maraijnana Sambandhar came to the
world for perpetuating the descent of spiritual wisdom on
earth and for the popularisation of the many sided 5awa
Vedas and that of the line of the great Parasara. Maraijnana
Sambandhar went to Cidambaram, worshipped Lord Nataraja
and settled down at Tirukka/^njeri. Umapathi become a
disciple and received the saving knowledge from him.
Maraijnana Samandhar who attained release at Tirukka/anjeri/
was referred to by Umapati Sivam, besides the usual name
itself, as Sambandhanadan/0 Sambandha m^mum,11 my Lord,^
Sambandha mamunivan who liberated me from the bonds
and Maruda Sambandha.14

We do not have authentic history of Umapati Sivam.
We can gather about him frors Pulamr Pur^am, Sai^a
Santw^carya pur^siam and the invocatory poems b/ various
poets who came after Umapati like the Ennat Kanni of
Ta.yum5navar. These indicate that Umapati was the fourth
and the last of the santanacaryas. Following tradition^ as
handed down by the Tamil sources we have the following
account of Umapati. Umapati was born In Cidambaram and